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INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 9092 

UNCLAS BONN 10074 

USIAC 

FOR IEU, ICS/CA 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
SUBJECT: EVENT OF NOTE 

1 . AMERICAN STUDIES REACH A HIGH POINT IN F.R.G. 

THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE GERMAN ASSOC. FOR AMERICAN 
STUDIES, MAINZ, JUNE 1-3, IN FACT AND ATMOSPHERE 
SHOWED THAT THE BICENTENNIAL HAS HELPED ERASE SOME 
OF THE LAST VESTIGES OF THE VIETNAM ERA AND THAT 
AMERICAN STUDIES ARE AGAIN IN FAVOR WITH 
STUDENTS AND ARE INCREASING. MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
ASSOCIATION IS AT AN ALL-TIME HIGH OF 416, UP 100 
IN THE LAST YEAR, THE INCREASE SIGNIFICANTLY 
COMING FROM YOUNG PROFESSORS AND TEACHERS. 180 
PARTICIPANTS IN THE MAINZ CONFERENCE THE HIGHEST 
NUMBER EVER. THE ASSOCIATION, WITH MISSION SUPPORT. 

IS CARRYING THROUGH ITS MOST ACTIVE PROGRAM 
IN A DECADE WITH FOUR NATIONAL LEVEL SEMINARS IN 
AMERICAN STUDIES IN COLOGNE, HAMBURG, STUTTGART 
AND WUERZBURG. ALSO WITH EMBASSY SUPPORT, THE 
ASSOCIATION IS ENCOURAGING YOUNGER SCHOLARS THROUGH 
RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS TO THE U.S. AND TO THE FREE 
UNIVERSITY, BERLIN, WHICH HAS ONE OF THE BEST 
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REFERENCE COLLECTIONS IN EUROPE. TO CELEBRATE ITS 
25TH ANNIVERSARY THE ASSOCIATION FOR AMERICAN 
STUDIES PLANS A MAJOR CONFERENCE IN BERLIN IN MAY 1978 
WITH GUESTS FROM BOTH OTHER EUROPEAN AND THE AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATIONS. 
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